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Welcome to the White House Visitor Center!

The Park Rangers and
staff at President’s

Park welcome you to the
White House Visitor
Center.

To make your visit more
enjoyable, we offer a
daily variety of programs
to arouse your interest in
Presidential history.

Many school groups 
visit the Center and 
participate in various
games and stories that
provide a learning 
experience for all 
children from pre-school through 
Grade 12. 

Our senior outreach programs are 
presented monthly and the rangers can
provide a program to suit everyone’s
needs from a discussion of General Grant
and the Civil War to a presentation on
holiday traditions in the White House.
The rangers provide a unique opportun-
ity by taking the Park to those unable to
visit the Center in person.

Seasonal lectures bring many renowned
speakers to discuss facets of history in
and out of the White House. This past
year we discovered White House
“haunts” and the massive undertaking
required to decorate the White House
for special events.

In our monthly Living History programs,
actors portray historic figures. This year
we heard George Washington and White
House architect James Hoban 
(pictured right) discuss plans for building
the President’s house. Dolley Madison
told us about entertaining in the White
House in the early 1800s and Teddy
Roosevelt entertained us all with tales of
his Rough Riders’ adventures.

Each week a Park Ranger presents a 
special interpretive program on an 
interesting topic. 

Perhaps you want to do a 
sit-down tour of President’s Park – join
one of our slide presentations.  Do you
feel First Lady Mary Todd  Lincoln
received what we would today call “bad

press”?   And how did
Harry Truman end up
with “The Buck Stops
Here” sign on his desk?
The rangers provide
opportune interpretive
moments in history. A
great deal of research
goes into these programs
to provide you with a
glimpse of history you
may not find in text-
books.

All these programs and
more can be found on our
easy to use calendar. 

Join us any time you wish!

For additional information, please call us at 
(202) 208-1631 or visit us on the Internet at:
www.nps.gov/whho .

Where can you find exotic Presidential gifts from kings and
queens, crystal settings used by four Presidents, President
Woodrow Wilson’s Hammond typewriter and a chaise that 
decorated the Blue Room in the White House from 1859 to 1899?

All these and more are on display at the White House Visitor
Center. Each alcove covers a specific topic relating to White
House life. Take your time and explore them all.

You can imagine the difficulties encountered in building a home
for the President more than 200 years ago. You can see the ele-
gance of a State Dinner place setting. And don’t forget to take a
moment to learn how the role of the First Lady has changed over
two centuries. 

Like any other home, the White House has seen many family 
gatherings for the holidays. As you browse through our family 
pictures you’ll see much joy and happiness. Just a normal 
household escaping the world’s problems for a short time!

This calendar is sponsored by the National Park Service and the White House Historical Association. Experience Your America!
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DAILY, JANUARY 7 - 11
“Washington’s Washington” -  Join 
a ranger and discuss how a dismal
swampy lowland developed into a
beautiful parkland surrounding the
White House. Programs begin at 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
Documentary Day – “Save Our
History: The White House Celebrates its
200th Anniversary” – View the 
changes in the President’s House
since John Adams lived there in
1800. Screening at 11:30 a.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
Living History Program – Hear
“Benjamin Bennecker” discuss his
work as a surveyor in the 1800s. 
Free presentations at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11
“Air Force One” - a 50-minute
video documents the history of
Presidential flight. Screening at 1 p.m.
Repeated Jan. 25, Feb. 8 and 22, and
March 8 and 22.

DAILY, JANUARY 14 – 18
“Explore President’s Park” – Join 
a Park Ranger for a tour of the
grounds outside the White House
fence. Programs at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
A one-hour 
musical 
presentation 
by the United
States Air
Force Brass
Quintet. 
Free concert
begins at 
1:30 p.m in the
Visitor Center.

DAILY, JANUARY 21 - 25
“The Ultimate Pomp and
Circumstance” – Join a Park Ranger
and examine the Presidential
Inauguration Ceremony – its 
symbolism and significance since
1791. Programs at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
A one-hour musical presentation by
the United States Air Force String
Quartet. Free program begins at 1:30 p.m.
in the Visitor Center.

DAILY, JANUARY 27 -30
“What’s In This Place Called the
WHVC?” –  Join a Park Ranger and
learn how the Visitor Center 
provides a pictorial history of the
White House and its inhabitants.
Programs at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

DAILY, FEBRUARY 3 - 7
“Give ‘em Hell, Harry! “ – Join a
Park Ranger and learn about a
little known Vice President from
Missouri, Harry S Truman, who
replaced a man who had served 
our country as President for an
unprecedented 12 years.
Programs at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 5
Documentary Day –
“Abraham Lincoln: Preserving
the Union” Follow

Abraham Lincoln’s quest
for the Presidency. 

Screening at 11:30 a.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
“Air Force One” - a 50-minute
video documents the history of
Presidential flight. Screening at 1 p.m.
Repeated Feb. 22 and March 8 and 22.

DAILY, FEBRUARY 11 - 15
“Crazy or Not… The Mary Todd
Lincoln Story “– Rumors still
abound about President Lincoln’s
wife. Is her life a story of tragedy?
Programs at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Living History Program – Join us
during President’s Month as
“Abraham Lincoln” discusses his
Presidency and the challenges of the
Civil War. Free presentations at 9:30 a.m.,

11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

DAILY, FEBRUARY 18 - 22
“Explore President’s Park” - Join a

Park Ranger for a tour of the
grounds outside the White House
fence. Programs at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

DAILY, FEBRUARY 24 - 28
“Standing in the Shadows –
Presidential Letters” – Join a Park
Ranger to understand how
Presidents and First Ladies commu-
nicate their fears, ambitions and
thoughts through writing. Programs
begin at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

DAILY, MARCH 4 - 8
“The Honor of your Presence…”–
Join a Park Ranger’s presentation of
the preparations for a visiting digni-
tary’s state arrival ceremony and 
a state dinner. Programs begin at 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
Documentary Day – “Women’s Right
to Vote” Women won the right to
vote in 1920. Why did it take so
long to pass the 19th Amendment?
Screening at 11:30 a.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8
“Air Force One” – A 50-minute
video documents the history of

Presidential
flight. Screening
at 1 p.m.
Repeated 
March 22. 

DAILY, MARCH 11 - 15
“We Aren’t in Yellowstone
Anymore!” – Join a Park Ranger and
learn about the Park Service’s role in
an  urban environment  while visit-
ing one of the most “unnatural” park
settings in the National Park System. 
Programs at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
Living History Program – Explore
the life of  “Harriet Tubman”, an 

Underground Railroad
conductor prior to the
Civil War. Free presentations
at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. 

DAILY, MARCH 17 - 20
“Presidential Assassination
Attempts” – Eight of our Presidents
died while in office. Four were 
assassinated. Several assassination
attempts failed. Join a Park Ranger
and explore the dangerous side of
the Presidency. Programs at 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.

DAILY, MARCH 24 - 28
“The Ranger’s Magical Mystery
Tour” - Join a Park Ranger and learn
all the interesting facts about
President’s Park. Programs at 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m.

Interpretive programs may change due to
reassignment of rangers to other duties that
serve the National Park Service. Every effort
is made to maintain the schedule as printed.
Contact the Visitor Center to confirm 
programs and dates.

If you would like to be added to our
Calendar mailing list, please e-mail us at:
WHHO_presidents_park@nps.gov
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